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SUBJSLT: hegal tatus of Fors Muschusa

08 Commendlng Gemeral
3ixth Arsyy
Fresidio of 3am Pransisco, Geliforanis

1. Thers is po record st this headquariers $o irdiscls Sheb Shie
of the Army has any legal titlss or rigids to the gioenm,
adldéings, or other real proporty at Fort Hnachees, Incuiry A e
- Vhgenix affice of tha Los Angeles District fagimesr did mct devaiog

say decuments -n this matter, From s converssiiea with & S, Ajkineqs {‘;:
of e Phoenix offies of the Los Argeles Distriet Umglaser, the Pellonse
" img sketeh of the lagel history of the post sudsequent te i%é wWe R
sbsainodt - K A
The post was deelaved surplus by the Departawmt of the Arwy
pad elaimed by the Deportment of the Alr Force, After sose mouihe he L
Percs relinquirhod ite A lot of the Mulldings and equipment uire 5

Adr

oel by the WAk, :nd them it waz given part to the State of Aviscea
and part %o the irizons Netional Uuard, with s bweaty yesr posuphus
oclmune, The stite anld scme bulldings, rested obhers ou a Len youp :
isase, rented eom: land, ond turned gsose land aver te dhe Pubiis - Cone
Dotasin ;
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The recupturs was in the form of a letter fron the Depart

' ’ A

e? ihs Alr FPorce to the Governor of Arisona stating that the Al ?m T
wis gatng to oxsrcise the option vnder ths recapture tlause end reclaim A
parh of the original poat. Thor: is no furthaz record acearding %o N
Rr. Abkinson, It would appear that there is someo doudd as to 4he sulhane .
sieity of tho title of the Depurtzent of the Arsy $o the Fort Zaatkuca ol

f. Inforvation on the followlng appears dopireliss :
' e Doss the U. 5. Ammy have exclusive Federel farisddetiss o
on §he poot® e were informed that » new Arisona law permits eueh - C
righte,. ‘

b. Coples or information concerning the egrosmerd oF
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with the Southsrn Facifie Railwoy Conpany covering their rigrs of -
snd Lhe owmerahip of the linds end buildings whish thoy now use,
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6, Ceples or information swmosyning the agresment with the
El Paso Gas Compary covering the pipe line inte the reservastion, sud
the smership of the vuricus meters, fenees, gas redwsers, ste,, on
She preperty,

4, The atatus of the cemstery mmd ascess yosd therete, which

- 1% §» understood were desded to the State of Arisons on conditice that
the cemetery would be kepl up., The camstery was not kepi wp snd pessidly
oowld revery to the Federal Governuwd, However, ths question arises,
could wilitsry ;orsonuel be Interred in the cemetery and <o ws have
sathority to expsnd money for the ¢ re of the cametery and sscess road”
A sorollary ouestion is, how for the secess road extends, thas is,
whsther it is considervd Lo be from the g:te at Pey or frem the turmn
off noar the Fonnie Slink housing scea?

¢, Two gaze rangars, who are asployed by the State of Arimona,
are eurrently quartered in givilian housce on the post, wWhile it is
resomoended that these two ven rezain hers, the questien 1s, whather or
ot we can oharge them rentel or .hother Lhey ars embitled to stay under
the original decd to the State oi Arizona when the HState tock over ths

property’

. f. The cold storuge plunt has been rehabiliteted at rorsider-
able expsnse to the Sovernment ard its ownership is in some doubt, It
is mnderstood that a claim is in process against the Qovermment by tha
man who purchasced it from the tate of arizons,

B+ There is some reas:n to believe that a Mr, lormie Hunt, who
Sperates the Lanmy . guest ranch, and #ho is a tenant of the State of
Arisena, is cither within the rossrvstion beundary or will be within
the reservation boundary &f the northeast artillery remge is reolsimed
for the use of the ;ost, It is oxpested that & reqest for the reclana-
tion of this renge will ba forw:ardad shordly,

- k. Une ¢l the very old tulldings on the post may havs to be
tom dowm 33 2 peszible fire hacard., Is the authority for this actien
within dhs Departxont of the Arwy, or would permission have te be obt:ined
from the Naticnal Unard of the Stats of Ariscms, the Avisona Game sad
Fish Commission, the State of Ariaona, or the U, 5, Adr Poree, all of
vhom alght have soma legnl rights 1n the area?

1, Ths cuestiom of owneruhip of the fire departsent apperatus
tas also relscd, The sruirnert his heem transforred with the
sinee 1947 as desciibed in para, 1 shove, At presemt, ths Post imglreer
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has signed informal receipts o the Residert Engimeer for this equipuerd,
1f vetsined by ths 4rmy, it must reccive major oveshsul or bs replaced
sntirely, The propristy of sxpending approprisied funds oa ths eguljpe
oot is geesticrable wntil owmsrehip s firely satedlished,

2, In view of the fast that s Post Commander I have suthorized
ompenditures of consider«ble swss of appropriated funds for varicus
purpes<s om the ;ost, I am highly deslrous of deteswining ascurately
the leg-l status of Fort Huachuoa,

ALCIANDER G, BEICHY
Lelonel, #ATY
Commanding

Cy furnishedt
upy, Atkinson, Fhoendx
¥p, sdddy, Fort Huachues
¥ost Snglacer
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